Father Charles Coughlin 
Initially a supporter of FDR and his presidency, Father Coughlin became a national spokesperson for Roosevelt and the New Deal.  Coughlin’s perception of Roosevelt changed towards the end of 1934 and he began a crusade against the President.  His ideas grew radically in nature and he grew more assertive in his displeasure with Roosevelt and his policy.  Coughlin expressed his discontent by attempting to paint FDR as a tool of Wall Street and the elite.  Coughlin’s radio broadcasts had upwards of 40 million listeners, but his consistent anti-Semitic remarks crippled his support and followers leading to the conclusion of his prominence.  
· “President Roosevelt is not going to make a mistake, for God Almighty is guiding him. President Roosevelt has leadership, he has followers and he is the answer to many prayers that were sent up last year… If Congress fails to carry through with the President's suggestions, I foresee a revolution far greater than the French Revolution. It is either Roosevelt or Ruin.”

Radio Broadcast – January 17. 1934

· “To learn social justice; to organize against sit-down legislatures and Congressmen; to battle Communism, Fascism and anti-Christianity wherever and whenever it is possible; to cure democracy before it withers and perishes; to protect our Supreme Court; to oppose the evils of modern capitalism without joining in the excesses of radical labor organizers and to secure an honest dollar and an honest living for all Americans.”

Social Justice - April 5, 1937

· “America will soon taste the bitter tears of a worse depression than 1929. You will live to see your meager pocketbooks fail to meet the costs of foodstuffs…You will live to see before next April a depression setting in, in this country, that will make Mr. Hoover look like an archangel by comparison…Any jackass can spend money. Any crackpot with money at his disposal can build for himself a dictatorial crown. It takes no brains to be liberal with other people's money…It is time for the American public to perform a sit-down strike - not on industry, not on men of commerce, but on politicians. They are sitting down on you, waiting for the government executioner, waiting for the last chapter of the Bill of Rights to be burned at the stake like a witch, waiting for the Supreme Court to put its head on the chopping block.”
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Radio Broadcast - April 11, 1938

Huey Long

Huey Long, a Senator from Louisiana, was a preliminary supporter of FDR like Coughlin.  Long’s opposition stemmed from his desire to win the Presidency in the 1936 election.  He used the populist (the people) platform and his “Share Our Wealth” idea to express his ideas and dislike with FDR’s policies.  Long did not like that FDR was not going to redistribute the nation’s wealth within the population and became one of the few Democrats that opposed FDR.  Despite supporting some of FDR’s new policies, Long’s “Share Our Wealth” platform was designed to provide each American with a proper standard of living.  Long believed that there was enough money to be distributed to keep everyone out of poverty by providing individuals with funds from wealthy individuals who did not use all of their finances.  He would institute a tax and maximum dollar amount on individuals to ensure that the wealth was distributed evenly.  Long’s ideas were seen as radical and was assassinated on September 8th, 1935 and died two days later.
· “I would rather see my laws passed than be President."

Share Our Wealth national radio address - 1935

· “We do not propose to say that there shall be no rich men. We do not ask to divide the wealth. We only propose that, when one man gets more than he and his children and children's children can spend or use in their lifetimes, that then we shall say that such person has his share. That means that a few million dollars is the limit to what any one man can own."

 
Share Our Wealth radio address - February 23, 1934

· “The trouble is, Roosevelt hasn't taken all of my ideas; just part of them. I'm about one hundred yards ahead of him. We're on the same road, but I'm here and he's there."
· “We owe debts in America today, public and private, amounting to $252 billion.  That means that every child is born with a $2,000 debt tied around his neck…We propose that children shall be born in a land of opportunity, guaranteed a home, food, clothes, and the other things that make for a living, including the right to education”
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Speech in front of the Senate

Dr. Francis Townsend 
[image: image3.png]Prosperity for All

By Dr. F. E. Townsexn

HERE are ten million three hundred thousand odd persons in the
U-S. above the age of sixty years according to the last census. They
are quite uniformly proportioned throughout the population, this
proportion, naturally, being greatest in the older settled sections
where population is densest.

Two billions of dollars spent monthly in all sections of the country by
these ol folks would give the entire population of the United States an addi-
tional £14 per capita in spending ability each month. Enough to raise the
standard of living very materially above the present low level but quite within
the nation’s ability o provide.

The constantly growing use of power by civilized man {largely electric)
is increasing his power o produce the things man must use al an ever decreas-
ing cost. Hence, an ever decr nwumber of workers is required in produc:
tion and an ever increasing number find themselves out of employment. 1t
civilization is to be a blessing instead of a curse a sensible and just provision
Tor their retirement must be devised.

The return to manufactucors in profits tends to increase as power displaces
men (since machines are cheaper than men) only up to the point where buying
power begins 1o ditinish among the people through lack of paid jobs, thus
decreasing market demands. Hence, manufacturers 0o begin to see the neces-
sity of keeping up the huying power of the people by some such plan as the
Old Age Revolving Pensions.

Poverty, once considered a natural curse which the human race was
doomed to endure, can and will be abolished in the United States within the
next five years never to return. Our country will show the way to other nations
and poverty will be driven from the earth. No other construction can be given
10 the fact that man’s ability to produce faster than he can consume s definitely
established.

Poverty banished, the incentive to criminal activity will disappear and
national, civie and individual standards of fajrness and decency will become
the natural order of the da

Prosperty firmly established in America by this simple plan, the peoples of
other countries will demand like opportunity and consideration from their gov-
ernments and similar legislation may be expeeted to follow. When all civilized
people are universally well off and contented there will be an end to warfare.
Prosperous and contented people do not go to war.

‘What the Old Age Revolving Pension Will Do

1t will insure the continuance of the profi system of
doing business, that throughout the ages has been the
mainspring of ingenunity and progress.

Last but not least, it will start the Colden Age of life
Jor all who reach the age of sixty, making possible for
all leisure to devote ourselves to doing the things e have
aliays wanted to do.




Dr. Francis Townsend, from Long Beach, California, was a physician and health officer who believed in creating a pension plan for the elderly.  The “Townsend Plan” was focused on providing every retired citizen, 60 years and older, with $200 a month pension ($2,545. 59 today).  Townsend’s plan was to be paid for by establishing a national sales tax of 2% on all business transactions.  His plan stipulated that the individuals who received a check must spend it within thirty days.  Townsend believed that his plan would stimulate the economy by putting money into citizen’s pockets and influencing them to spend money.  The acceptance of this plan by the elderly undermined their support of Roosevelt.  Despite this, Townsend’s plan was altered and eventually led to the creation of the Social Security Act.
